pharmacology, anaesthetic considerations and intensive care.
The first section provides a review of blood flow in the normal liver and the methods of measurement. This serves to highlight the importance of liver blood flow which may well be the most important factor in determining outcome after anaesthesia and surgery. The pathophysiological factors and drugs which may modify blood flow are not discussed specifically although they are covered in subsequent chapters. The message would have been more effective if the introductory chapter had included a specific section on the causes and deleterious effects of impaired blood flow. Tests of liver function are well described, but it is surprising that in the conclusion the list of most useful tests in providing a profile of liver function did not include clotting factors.
The chapter on liver disease provides a superficial overview of the common liver diseases and this is supplemented by a chapter, surprisingly at the end, on drug-induced or toxic liver injury which provides a limited discussion of the hepatic effects of some agents used in the perioperative period.
Section 2 on pharmacology is excellent, with clear recognition of the dual effects of drugs on liver function and the relationship of impaired function to metabolism and distribution of commonly used drugs. The chapter on sedative and analgesic drugs is recommended as this is an area poorly understood, especially in the management of patients with chronic liver disease.
In the section on anaesthetic considerations it was pleasing to find a chapter on minor diagnostic and therapeutic procedures which can present more problems to the less experienced anaesthetist than major hepatic surgery undertaken in the controlled environment of the operating theatre. Anaesthesia for major hepatic surgery including trauma and transplantation is well covered, and there are specific chapters for paediatric and obstetric considerations.
The Intensive Care section on the management of patients after hepatic surgery or transplantation or with acute liver failure is comprehensive and includes important chapters on bacterial infection and nutrition. However, the chapter on perioperative care of patients with hepatitis B seemed out of context in this section and hepatitis C was not given prominence.
In summary, the book provides extensive information for the anaesthetist and intensivist concerned with the management of major liver surgery, although there is duplication of information in some chapters and the anaesthetist seeking ready information on optimal management of patients with chronic liver disease for lesser procedures may be disappointed. It is a comprehensive book which largely succeeds in its objectives, contains much practical information and can be recommended particularly for anaesthetic trainees and departmental libraries.
P. MACKAY Melbourne, Vic. In the first section, Chapters 1 and 2, which provide historical and clinical perspectives of visceral pain and the mechanisms of visceral pain, are excellent. In Section 2 a series of chapters cover particular visceral afferents including cardiac, gastrointestinal and urinary tract (including the bladder) and testes. The chapters of Section 3 describe the concepts and theories behind somatic representation of visceral sensation. In the final section the basic science presented earlier in the book is considered in relation to patterns of pain seen in patients. It covers cardiac and non-cardiac chest pain, sensitivity of the stomach and small bowel, visceral hyperalgesia and irritable bowel syndrome, and gynaecological pain. The book concludes with a discourse on pre-emptive analgesia.
This book provides some valuable insights for clinicians involved in treating pain. It is clearly an essential reference for pain researchers.
H. OWEN Adelaide, S.A.
The Michigan Critical Care Handbook. R. H.
Bartlett; Blackwell Science, PO Box 378, Carlton South, Vic. 3053; $35.00; 134 x 215 mm; pp. 40. This small, spiral-bound manual is a collection of algorithms, formulae, graphs and tables considered useful in intensive care. It was originally produced as an in-house staff handbook for the University of Michigan Medical Center, but the fact that this is the 13th edition attests to its more widespread usefulness. Each page is laminated so that individual patient data can be written in and wiped off if desired.
While it is difficult to argue with much of the factual content, the accuracy of the occasional item such as a table setting out the pharmacological actions of various "pressor" drugs, is questionable nowadays, and clinical algorithms inevitably appear a little parochial in this kind of publication. For instance, the "arrhythmia algorithm" completely fails to mention amiodarone, a drug which would be used very commonly in Australasia, while the "inotrope algorithm" lists dopamine and dobutamine as first-line inotropes and emphasizes the aggressive treatment of acidosis with bicarbonate or THAM. This would be a low priority in most of our ICUs.
My own feeling is that the clinical algorithms detract from what is otherwise an excellent little handbook. The summary of the various ICU scoring systems is particularly good and well referenced. I would encourage the authors to concentrate more on the "facts and figures" for the international market, and prospective readers to treat the clinical algorithms with a little scepticism. This aside, a potentially useful little book for residents and medical students in the ICU. GEORGE SKOWRONSKI Sydney, N.S.W.
